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The British Character
The British are often viewed as the most boring people in the world. They wear unimaginatively formal clothes, eat tasteless food, and practice slow sports and have a specific sense of humour which is not usually understood by foreigners. They are also said to be conservative, reserved and cool. Indeed, the British are not very open and spontaneous. They do not kiss or embrace by way of greeting so as not to allow familiarity. They always keep a certain distance and are not willing to manifest their feelings and emotions. It is not easy to make friends with them but once you have made a friend, it is a friend for life.
The English are said to be the masters of trivial conversation. Their “small talk” usually deals with the weather or some general questions as it is not accepted to interfere in someone’s private life.
The British are very polite. They always queue when they are waiting for a bus and hold the door open for the person behind them. On the other hand, the English football fans are regarded as hooligans and vandals. Generally speaking, however, the British are well – mannered.
“There is no place like home”, say the British. This proverb best express an Englishman’s traditional love of his home. About 70% of all the people have their own houses. Most homes have a garden in which the British spend a lot of time growing flowers and looking after the lawn – a national pride.
The English are completely crazy about pets. There are more animal rights groups in Britain than anywhere else in the world. Paradoxically, the English still love the hunting of wild animals, such as foxes or hares, with the aim of killing them.
It is not easy to decide on the typically British characteristics. Not all English people are cold, uncommunicative or boring, not all of them are crazy about lawns or animals. Still, there is one thing that is typically British: a strong connection with tradition and a wish to keep their country’s uniqueness. Some people say that the British live in the past, but they are simply proud of their country.

 Task 1.  Choose only true statements:
 1)  Generally speaking, the British are rude. 
 2)  Most British people have their own homes.
 3)  British people still like hunting pets.
 4)  The British are closely connected to their tradition. 
 5)  The British are often very open and spontaneous people.
 6)   British people still love hunting of foxes and hares.

Task 2.  Choose a correct answer
1. The British are often viewed as ___.
a). the most talkative and amiable people in the world
b). the most boring people in the world
c). the most absent – minded people in the world
2. They have ____ which is not understood by the foreigners.
a). a specific sense of humour
b). a specific style in fashion
c). their private life
3. Talking to other people they always discuss ____.
          a). their family matters
          b). the weather or some general questions
          c). their private life
4. The British always queue when they are ____.
a). waiting for a bus
b). shopping
c). taking books from a library
5. The clothes the British wear are usually ____.
          a).  useless
          b). specific 
          c). unimaginatively formal
6.  If you have a British friend, this is ____. 
     a). a friend for life
     b). a hooligan and vandal
     c). a reserved person
Task3  
What is this text about?
a) The British weather
b) The British people
c) The British clothes
How many % of British people have their own houses?
a)50%
b)75%
c)17%
d)70%
What do the British like to  wear?
a) unimaginatively formal clothes
b) only fashion clothes

Not all English people are cold, uncommunicative or boring, not all of them are crazy about lawns or animals.
a) True
b) False  

                                                       

Writing  
I.Choose the correct variant :
1. Knowledge is not just information but the organization and interpretation of information which can be achieved through a good school …
a) curriculum;  b) system;  c) director;  d) year.
2. Teamwork and games in class can help students define themselves and the way they relate to …
a) teachers;  b) others;  c) the head teacher;  d) parents.
3. Schools,  … the Internet, provide young people with knowledge.
a) unlike;  b) besides;  c) without;  d) with.
4. School is the place where students can  … their skills in social relationships.
a) help;  b) develop;  c) find out;  d) strengthen.
5. After the home, …. is the main social environment for young people.
a) dance club;  b) tennis court;  c) a party;  d) school.
6. While the Internet provides information, schools can provide with …
a) friends;  b) knowledge;  c) social work;  d) working experience.

II. Present Tenses: Present Simple, Present Continuous, Present Perfect
1) I _____________ him since yesterday morning.
1. hadn’t seen		2. hasn’t seen		3. haven’t seen		4.haven’t seeing
2) The Prime Minister _____________ a speech in the television right now.
1. is giving			2. was give 			3. are giving 		4. Given
3) We _____________ cleaning the kitchen.
1. had just finished	      2. have just finished	     3. Just have finished	     4. had just finished
4) For three hours, Jim _____________ for his mother at the airport.
1. have waited		2. is waiting			3. waited			4. has waited
5) Lauren and Sarah _____________ Spanish with Mrs. Andersen right now
1. are studying		2. is studying		3. will study			4. studied
6) So far, He _____________ anything to make me feel bad.
1. haven’t done		2. having done		3. hasn’t done		4. hadn’t done 


